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Learning about Multicultural Coexistence
from the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake

In April 2016, a great earthquake occurred in Kumamoto, and many people from other countries who experienced the
disaster felt great anxiety and fear due to language and cultural differences they experienced in unfamiliar surroundings
in a foreign land. Kumamoto City International Center served as a base to provide support to persons from other
countries, through activities to meet various needs, provide information in multiple languages, accept persons to and
visit evacuation centers, and provide halal food. On the other hand, people from other countries weakened by the
disaster reportedly showed multicultural strength by preparing meals for local people at the evacuation centers. We can
learn many things from the support activities carried out as a result of the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake.

At this forum, a panel discussion based on cases of activities carried out at disaster areas will be held. Topics will include
disaster preparation during peace, a base for support activities, ways to cooperate with local residents, ways to respond
to the needs of evacuation centers, etc. There will also be a discussion and an exchange of opinions with the audience.

m Saturday, February 11, 2017

13:00pm-16:00pm
(doors open at 12:30pm)

United Nations i
Miyamasuzaka St. University To Harajuku

Tokyo Women’s
Plaza

a Shibuya
Location Tokyo Women'’s Plaza, _Station D | |oval I
(Miyamasuzaka Exit) Building @ B2 Exit

audiovisual room (1st Floor) Omote-sando Sta,
(5-53-67, Jingu-mae, Shibuya-ku)

Application Deadline Wednesday, February 1, 2017 Shibuya Station: 12 minute walk

Participation fee No charge Tokyo Metro Omote-sando Station: 7 minute walk

Bus stop @

Aoyama-dori
Ave.

Aoyama Gakuin
University

Application for Attendance (for fax)

Presentations and the panel discussion are in Japanese only

How to apply

W Internet: Please fill in all the required items on the application available from the following website

and then send the application.
https://www.tokyo-icc.jp/english/forum.html | Tokyo International Communication Committee O|

o Fax: 03-5294-6540 Please fill in all the required items on the application below and send it.

Applications will no longer be accepted once capacity is reached.
If capacity is reached and your application is not accepted, we will contact you. Deadline:
This information will be used only for purposes of this forum. Wed., Feb. 1
In the event of bad weather, the forum may be canceled. Please provide your e-mail address for contact.

Name Interpretation (volunteer) | Language:
Apply (]
Not apply L]

E-mail address
(check v one)

Host: Tokyo International Communication Committee, Association for International Communication and Cooperation TOKYO
Co-host: Tokyo Metropolitan Government, Tokyo Prefectural Chapter of the United Nations Association of Japan

Sponsor: Japan International Cooperation Agency, Council of Local Authorities for International Relations




Keynote Address / Coordinator

Nobuyuki Takahashi
NPO National Managerial Council for Multicultural Information & Assistance, Director
City of Funabashi, International Relations Section, Director

Nobuyuki Takahashi began working at Funabashi City Office in 1989 and has been in his present post since 2015.
In 2006, he was certified by the Council of Local Authorities for International Relations as a manager of multicultural
information and assistance. During the 2007 Chuetsu Offshore Earthquake, Mr. Takahashi participated in support
activities for people from other countries at the Disaster Multilingual Support Center in Kashiwazaki City. In March
2009, the NPO National Managerial Council for Multicultural Information & Assistance was established, and he
was appointed as the director. In addition to facilitating training for volunteers who could provide support to
people from other countries at the time of disaster in Funabashi City, he also served as an instructor and adviser
to provide training to volunteers who would support people from other countries at the time of disaster and carry
out at disaster drills for foreign residents. Mr. Takahashi also participated in Disaster Multilingual Support Center
activities for the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami and the 2016 Kumamoto Earthquake.

Panelists

Nobuhiro Wakabayashi Council of Local Authorities for International Relations,
Department of Multicultural Promotion Chief

Nobuyuki Wakabayashi began working at the Ibaraki Prefecture Office in 1997 and has worked in the Planning
Section and the Science and Technology Promotion Section of the Planning Department, the Personnel Section
of the General Affairs Department, etc. Since April 2016, he has served on the Council of Local Authorities for
International Relations as the chief of the Department of Multiculturalism Promotion in the Multiculturalism Promotion
Division. Soon after changing posts, the Kumamoto Earthquake occurred and he coordinated support based on the
Disaster Regional Cooperation Agreement, as a member of the head office of operations for the Recognized Local
International Exchange Associations Liaison Committee. Currently, he is investigating the establishment of local
government and associations to provide support to foreign residents at the time of disaster.

Hiromitsu Yagi Kumamoto International Foundation, Secretary-General

After working at a professional trading company, Hiromitsu Yagi began working at the above organization (Recognized
Local International Exchange Association) since 1997. He has worked on building relationships between communities
of people from other countries, including Muslims, Filipinos, foreign wives, foreign students, etc. He supervised the
preparation of “Japanese learning tools for people from other countries who live in Japan and need help learning
Japanese” at Kanji class for Filipinos living in Japan and at the Prefectural University of Kumamoto. In 2010 and
2015, “Consideration of Japanese Teaching for People from Other Countries who Live in Kumamoto Prefecture” was
published.

Mika Fujii Yokohama Association for International Communications and Exchanges

After working at a private company and a study abroad agency, Mika Fuijii began working for this association. After
engaging in facility operations and exchange programs at Yokohama International Student House (foreign student
house), she became involved in multicultural coexistence operations. Currently, she handles consultation services
for people from other countries, provides support in learning Japanese, disaster response operations, etc. When the
great earthquake hit Kumamoto City, she went to the Kumamoto City International Center and participated in the
multilingual information service at the Disaster Multilingual Support Center operated by the Kumamoto International
Foundation. She is a manager of multicultural information and assistance certified by the Council of Local Authorities
for International Relations.

Yumiko Tsuruki Japan Association for Refugees (JAR)

Yumiko Tsuruki is in charge of community engagement at the JAR Integration Unit. She majored in education at Keio
University, and completed a master’s course in communication studies at the graduate school of California State
University, Northridge Campus. She has experience as an intern for an organization which provides educational
and financial support to immigrant children. After participating in a social venture which supports child welfare
organizations with staffing and management, she currently works at JAR and serves (in 2014 and 2015) as a NGO
advisor for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Yumiko Tsuruki received the Ayus NGO New Face Award (3") given to
individuals who are expected to play an important role in NGOs.

Secretariat

Tokyo International Communication Committee
Ono Bldg. 3F, 17-15, Kandamatsunagacho, Chiyoda-ku, 101-0023
TEL: 03-5294-6542 FAX: 03-5294-6540
Website: http://www.tokyo-icc.jp
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